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DRY CARGO CHARTERING 
 

 

 

 Time allowed – Three hours 

 

 Answer any FIVE questions – All questions carry equal marks 
 

 
 

1. The Charterer of your vessel has requested you (as owner) sign clean bills of 

lading for the loaded cargo.  However the mate’s receipts are claused. 

a) Explain the term “claused” 

b) Explain why the charterer should make the request 

c) Explain how you (as owner) can protect yourself under these 

circumstances 

 

2. Choose TWO of the following commodities and discuss their nature, 

characteristics, common trade routes, main loading and discharge ports, 

hazards and stowage requirements. Using map provided where appropriate. 

   Coal 

   Grain 

   Fertilisers 

   Timber 

 

3. In the context of Laytime explain the following terms and draft appropriate 

clauses for their use in a charter party: 

Commencement 

Interruptions 

Demurrage 

 

4. Under a timecharter what are: 

(a) the most common types of dispute which arise between owners and    

timecharters? 

(b) the risks for an owner fixing a vessel to an insubstantial timecharterer 

and what can be done to alleviate those risks? 

 

 







 

QUESTION 3 – LAYTIME 

 

The basic minimum for this question was a correct definition for each term plus at 

least one attempt at a clause. There was a lot of “everything I know about laytime”, 

there were a lot of candidates that forgot to mention shinc/shex and sadly there were a 

number who did not even attempt to draft even a basic clause. The best papers had 

well written clauses with sensible examples. That said it was a popular question and 

the majority who attempted it did pass it. 
 
 

QUESTION 4 – TIMECHARTER PROBLEMS 

 

In order to pass this question it was necessary to explain at least 3 good reasons for 

dispute, for example: laytime related, cargo condition, use of ships gear, extent of 

charter period, delivery position, agreed voyage areas, cancellation clauses etc . There 

should also have been a sensible suggestion of the risks and at least one idea for 

alleviating that risk. Good answers expanded the list of disputes and risks and also 

discussed the role of arbitration.  It was not a popular question but was relatively well 

done by those who attempted it. 

 

 

QUESTION 5 – TIMECHARTER FIRM OFFER 

 

This should have been a gift of a question as it is a basic skill to draft a firm offer.  

In order to pass candidates had to remember the main details including such items as: 

Reply time, for account of, vessel’s description, delivery, laydays cancelling, 

duration, redelivery, hire rate and commission 

 

The second part of the question asked for three of the listed terms to be explained 

  

 It was very disappointing to see the number of candidates who forgot to put a rate in!   

There were also a number who confused time charter with voyage charter. However it  

was a popular question and about half of those attempting it passed. 

 

 

QUESTION 6 – SHIP TYPES 

 

A profile or midship section of both ships was required to pass to explain the main 

differences between the vessels, plus a description of a typical cargo. The best 

answers produced well annotated diagrams of both profile and midships and showed 

extended trading patterns for the vessels. As with every year, some candidates forgot 

which paper they were sitting and seemed to think VLOC stood for Oil carrier. This 

was not a popular question but was in the main well answered.  

 

 

 




